
Sun ShineS on SportS Day
The academic year began 

its frantic final few weeks, 
summer holidays around the 

corner, Wimbledon all over the BBC 
and the erratic British summer in full 
swing can only mean one thing… 
Sports Day! 

The annual two day event seeing 
hundreds of our pupils competing 
for their Forms in an attempt to 
snare the illustrious title of Sports 
Day Champions as well as a number 

of the staff donning their trainers 
and stretching out their hamstrings 
for the Staff Vs Pupils 4x100m relay 
finale.

The first day of competition saw the 
field events and the middle distance 
runs for each year group, with 
non-competitors allowed onto the 
field to champion their Form repre-
sentatives. Period’s 1-4 saw years 
7, 8, 9 and 10 compete in the tradi-
tional throwing and jumping events 

alongside the 800m and 1500m 
races. Period 5 was reserved for the 
crowd favourite Form relay. During 
the day there were some outstand-
ing individual efforts; Y9 Will Dixon 
winning the High Jump with a jump 
of 1.51m, Y8 Emma Waudby gallop-
ing home to win with ease in the 
1500m and Y10 Jai Goddard throw-
ing over 31m in the Javelin, 
however the highlight 

1Friday 15th July 2016 issue 61

Woldgate School & Sixth Form college

Follow @Woldgate

Find us on Facebook Badge CMYK / .ai

https://twitter.com/woldgate/

https://www.facebook.com/WoldgateSchool/

61
NEWSLETTER

‘ e v e r y t h i n g  y o u  d o  S h o u l d  b e  W o r t h y  -  o F  g r e a t  m e r i t ,  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  v a l u e . ’

thank you!

Continued on page 3...

To all who aTTended lasT nighT’s 
summer soiree. whaT a fanTasTic 

evening’s enTerTainmenT.
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key DateS

Summer term

6th June - 22nd July 2016

autumn term 2016
7th September - 21St october

31St october - 16th december

Spring term 2017
3th January - 16th February

27th February - 7th april

Summer term 2017
24th april - 26th may

5th June - 21St July

StaFF training 
DayS

25th & 26th July 2016
5th September 2016
6th September 2016
17th February 2017

24th July 2017
25th July 2017

Welcome

heaDteacher’S Welcome

As the end of term approaches the weeks seem to become 
even busier due to the number of events. The Year 7 Parent 
Evening last Tuesday provided an opportunity to once 

again welcome parents into the school and I do hope you found 
the meetings with your son or daughter’s teachers productive. 
I thoroughly enjoy these evenings and it is always a pleasure to 
speak to parents in person. In the feedback we have received, 
98% would now recommend the school to another parent.

Last Wednesday I attended the Sixth Form Ball at the 14th century Hospitium in 
York Museum Gardens - a rather wonderful venue and location matched by the 
great atmosphere. I find especially on these evenings a mixture of joy, as you 
celebrate the end of thirteen years of education and recognise that the children 
you once knew are now young adults and are about to move on and start to 
pursue their ambitions and to live their lives as adults. I also, though, feel a little 
sadness that this is the last time we will be together as a Sixth Form and in the 
faces of the tutors who attended, it was all too obvious that these fabulous 
young people will be really missed.

Last Thursday, we had our full Governing Body meeting and I listened to my 
colleagues present the amount achieved this year by our pupils. I believe it is an 
exciting time for our community, and the changes we continue to bring about 
will build on the many strengths of this school, but also bring about fundamen-
tal change. It is exciting and we expect this September to be fully subscribed. 
We will create an additional eight places for the following September, to create 
a year group of 208 children, to ensure each child is known and cared for as an 
individual.

Last Friday I attended the Year 11 School Prom. This is simply one of the very 
best occasions I have attended as Headteacher. A celebration of the achieve-
ments of these young people to date and a wonderful opportunity for them 
to relax and enjoy themselves after the completion of their examinations. As 
pupils arrived in Ferraris, Maseratis, Jaguars, Range Rovers, a vintage bus and 
VW camper vans and a pony trap, it was a great to see our young people enjoy-
ing the evening and looking so wonderful in their Formal attire. Curtis Gilmor, 
Charlie Wake and Kieran Seaman most certainly made an entrance as they drove 
their tractors to the Prom and arrived with horns sounding and lights flashing. 
I’ve never stood so close to such a vehicle, but when the tyre itself is nearly five 
foot high, the scale is very impressive.  It also, at our new venue just outside of 
Pocklington, felt right, in the heart of the schools catchment area, surrounded 
by rolling fields with the Wolds in the distance. 

You might have even heard the fireworks on the Friday evening, or the music. I 
did feel a little old as I sat in the main venue with my internal organs vibrating 
to what seemed like a cacophony of sounds that did seem a little repetitive! 
A wonderful evening, though, and I’m looking forward to next year and once 
again attending this fabulous event. 

If your musical tastes are a little more traditional like mine, then I do hope you 
attended our Summer Soiree last night. This was an opportunity to listen to 
musical performances by Pocklington Junior School, Stamford Bridge Primary 
School and Woldgate School and Sixth Form pupils and students. We also had 
a number of drama pieces and local performers involved during the evening. 
This was another fantastic event organised by the Performing Art department.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of those colleagues who made 
an extremely busy week a huge success and have given of their time to support 

our children and young adults. 

Do have a good weekend.

Mr J Britton
HeadteacHer
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noticeboard

key DateS
S u m m e r  t e r m  2 0 1 6

Final Week

Wednesday Thursday Friday

Year 7 Visit to Magna Activities in School

School 
Walk

Year 8
Media/Movie making in 

School
Cinema in morning/games in 

School

Year 9
A Half: Trip to Pleasure Island

B Half: Enterprise in School
A Half: Enterprise in school

B Half: Trip to Pleasure Island

Year 10 Prison? Me? No Way!
Trip to Flamingoland + some 

doing activities in school

Year 12
Treasure Hunt around 

Pocklington
Activities in School

of the day was 
the Form Relay. Eleven members of 
each Y8 Form combining to carry the 
baton 4000m. Each Form working 
brilliantly together to tackle the 
distance, encouraging each other 
and showing outstanding team 
work and endeavour in pursuit of 
the victory. 8KGG were the eventual 
victors bringing an end to the day’s 
events. 

Day two began with 120 Y7 children 
running for cover as the heavens 
opened, not the most ideal start to 
their Woldgate Sports Day memo-
ries! Luckily Mr Macdonald was on 
hand to lead the pupils in anti-rain 
dance and chant, followed by a brief 
Cliff Richard esc musical interlude 
ably supported by Mrs Fox-Nicholls 
and her dancing Sport Leaders, 
beginning the carnival feel that the 
rest of the day carried with it. Sure 
enough the rain chant worked and 
the Y7’s were able to take to the 
track to compete in the Form relay. 
Year 9 were next up in the Form relay 
followed by the Year 10’s charged 
with completing 4800m and 5600m 
respectively. 

Post lunch break the entire school 
descended onto the field for the 
track events. Mr Macdonald acting 
as Master of Ceremonies on the 
microphone, music and the Sixth 
Form leading the pupils in the Viking 

...from front page.

Clap meant for a fantastic festival 
like atmosphere as the schools 
athletes competed for the crowds. 
The races, unusually running to 
schedule, culminated with the Staff 
Vs Pupils Relay and the Staff Obsta-
cle Race. With the unavailability of 
Mr Hardy, Mr Ellis stepped in to join 
Mr Wise, Mr Jenkinson and Mr Clarke 
to compete against a whole host of 
different pupil teams. Caught by a 
surprise start gun from Mr Chap-
man, Mr Ellis set off handing over to 
Mr Wise who made up some good 
ground before passing on the baton 
to the two senior members of the 
team. Mr Jenkinson, slowed slightly 
by fatherhood, demonstrated his 
footballing prowess by eating up the 
distance between the leading Sixth 

Form and sport leader teams, by the 
time Mr Clarke had the baton a win 
was out the question but a 9m lead 
from the Sport Leaders was a possi-
bility to take. Evergreen Mr Clarke 
ran out of track as he was catching 
the Year 10 team, having to settle 
with 3rd place by a nose. 

Finally, thanks must be given to Mrs 
Fox-Nicholls who had organised 
and planned the event, the Sport 
Leaders and Sixth Formers for their 
assistance officiating as well as to 
the staff that helped the PE depart-
ment over the two days, especially 
Mrs Hollows, Mr Chapman 
and Mr Lant. Roll on next 
year!
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THUMB ON THE EGG -  
BLATANT CHEATING BY MISS BRAME.
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Shrek
The Arts Academy welcomed 

family and friends to view 
their end of term perfor-

mance of Shrek on Saturday 
2nd July. The show was 
extremely well received 
and the audience was 
very complimentary.

Woldgate pupils 
Jacob Lane, Eliza-
beth Marsden and 
Chloe Afford took 
part, with Jacob 
playing the leading 
role of Shrek.

The pupils and practitioners have worked hard every Saturday rehearsing for this performance, which as well as 
speaking parts for everyone, contained four songs, and several dance routines.

 At the Arts Academy as well as teaching performing arts skills, we also believe in encouraging teamwork and build-
ing decision-making skills so pupils also had an input into the costumes and the routines.

It is extremely pleasing to see the pupils working together despite the age differences; our youngest pupil is just 6 
years old while our older pupils are now 14.

As well as the rehearsals for Shrek, the pupils also had to work on a routine for their performance at the Buddhist 
Centre in June as well as their appearance at the Summer Soiree so I think it is fair to say that we have worked them 
extremely hard this term!

The staff of the Arts Academy would like to thank all of the pupils for their commitment and hard work, 
parents and guardians for their unwavering support and anyone else who helped to make this a truly 
memorable performance.
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Last Friday I had the pleasure of attending our Year 11 
Prom event. Thankfully the wet weather that started 
Friday gradually cleared and nothing was going to be in 

the way of our Year 11 pupils celebrating getting to the end 
of their GCSEs.

It was fantastic to see so many of our parents in attendance 
as our Year 11 pupils emerged from a variety of polished 
vehicles, looking so glamourous as they 
faced a multitude of cameras flashing 

away. Our pupils took it all in their stride and were soon 
ushered into the delights of Barmbyfield Barn. Thanks 
to the hard work and preparation from Mr Smith and 
Mrs Wright throughout the day, the evening was a huge 
success and I look forward to seeing many of the photo-
graphs over the next few weeks.

For our Year 11 pupils, the next time I see them will be 
when they collect their results on Thursday 25th August 
and I look forward to supporting them into their next 
phase of education following the success that I’m sure 
we’ll see on this day.

mS longStaFF WriteS:

As we near the end of term, our students are looking 
ahead to next year and their longer term goals.  Since 
their return from Study Leave, students have been 

focussing on researching their future careers options and 
investigating university courses.  To aid this decision-making 
process, we have had a number of guest speakers in to college 
to talk to our students.  Last week we had an Oxbridge Admis-
sions Officer visit our students to speak to them about apply-

ing for Oxford or Cambridge University.  Students found this talk incredibly 
helpful: you can read more about their experience below.  Earlier this week I 
also had the great pleasure of welcoming back two of our former students, 
Ellis and Huw Garland.  Ellis left Woldgate Sixth Form College in 2015 having 
achieved AAAA in Biology, Chemistry, Physics and Maths, as well as an A in AS 
Further Maths.  Huw completed his A Levels in 2013, achieving A*A*A*A*A*. 
Both former students are now studying Medicine, with Huw completing his 
degree at Cambridge University.  We were delighted to have them both in 
to College to talk to our Medical and Oxbridge applicants.  Our students 
arrived at the session armed with questions, and I know they appreciated 
hearing first-hand from Ellis and Huw about their experiences of applying 
for and studying Medicine.  Huw was also able to share his experience of 
studying at Cambridge.

Support will be ongoing throughout Year 13 for all of our Sixth Form students, 
whether they are considering university, apprenticeships, training or a gap 
year.  The summer holidays are an ideal opportunity for students to continue 
their research and begin to make firm plans. I would like to take this opportu-
nity to wish all of our students a fantastic summer.

mrS laWSon WriteS:

Mrs K Lawson
Head of sixtH forM

Sixth Form & upper School

Ms a Longstaff
Head of Upper scHooL

oxbriDge talk 
Year 12 student, Izzy Sullivan 
writes:

The Oxbridge talk we had was 
very inFormative and answered 
a lot of question we had about 
the admissions process as well as 
the universities themselves.  The 
breakdown of the admissions 
process, explaining entrance 
exams and personal statements, 
was extremely useful to all Year 
12 students present as well as 
Year 11 pupils.

The nature of the college 
systems were explained, as well 
as the unique style of teaching 
at Oxford and Cambridge, and 
these were helpful in deciding 
whether the universities were 
suitable for us. The emphasis on 
the exceptional university facil-
ities (with both boasting their 
own museums as well as over 100 
libraries each), as well as the fact 
you are being taught by people 
who literally write the textbooks 
in your chosen field, really served 
to highlight the reasons why 
Oxbridge should be seen as a 
serious contender when choosing 
where to study.

Overall, the talk was very useful 
in de-mystifying the application 
process and what it’s like to 
study at Oxbridge. 

care & achievement 
co-orDinatorS

Mrs r BoUrne
care & acHieveMent 

co-ordinator

sixtH forM

07790 351276

Mrs c wrigHt
care & acHieveMent 

co-ordinator 
Upper scHooL

07790 351281

Mr s BUtcHer
care & acHieveMent 

co-ordinator 
Lower scHooL

07790 351283
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It has been a very busy and exciting week for our Lower School pupils. On Monday and Thursday 
evenings, our Year 9 pupils and their parents had their first opportunities to try on their new school 
uniform. It was great to see our pupils looking proud as they walked around in their new blazers, 

jumpers and ties, and some pupils even wanted to wear their uniforms home!

On Tuesday, our Year 7 pupils and their parents visited us for the Year 7 Parents Evening. These are 
always very positive events, with parents, teachers and pupils celebrating each pupil’s individual 
strengths and achievements over the past year, and setting personalised targets for the coming year.

On Wednesday, we welcomed our Year 6 pupils to their ‘Welcome to Woldgate Day’; a day of meeting new friends, 
teachers and taking part in new lessons. These days are always immensely enjoyable, and it is great for pupils, 
parents and teachers to begin to get to know each other before the summer holidays.

On Thursday, a huge number of Lower School pupils took part in our annual Summer Soiree. Our pupils took a 
number of roles; they were in the orchestra, choirs, bands, dance troupes and many of our Year 7 pupils reprised 
their song repertoire from the Big Sing last week. The evening was hugely enjoyable, many of the audience sat 
on picnic blankets on the school field. It was a pleasure to see so many of our Year 6 pupils there, together with 
younger pupils from our local primary schools.

Finally, on Friday, our Year 9 pupils spent the day at Hull University learning about higher education and access to 
universities. The visit is always incredibly informative and inspiring, as our Year 9 pupils work with university pupils 
to find out about the range of courses and opportunities available at all universities. The visit helps our pupils to 
focus their hopes, plans and ambitions ahead of beginning their GCSE studies in September.

mr Sloman WriteS:
loWer School

Mr L sLoMan
Head of Lower scHooL

year 6 Welcome to WolDgate Day

On Wednesday 13th July, our Year 6 pupils visited us for our annual ‘Welcome to Woldgate Day’; an opportu-
nity for our newest pupils to meet their Form Tutors, make friends and take part in exciting new lessons. The 
day began when our Year 6 pupils arrived in the morning to be greeted by their Head of Care & Achievement, 

Mr Chapman. They were then treated to a performance by our Sixth Form acting troupe, who had written and 
directed a short play about life at secondary school. Our Year 6 pupils then met their Form Tutor, together with the 
other pupils in their Form, and began to get to know each other whilst having a tour of the school.

Our Year 6 pupils were then treated to a series of secondary school lessons across a range of subjects, from Art and 
Design to Science. In each lesson, our pupils were actively engaged and were using equipment and taking active 
roles. Throughout the lessons, the Form Tutors and Year 8 buddies stayed to help and encourage our pupils.

After a delicious lunch, it was back to Form rooms with the Form Tutors for team-building games and activities, 
before all our Year 6 pupils returned to the Main Hall. There, along with their parents, they were welcomed into the 
Woldgate School community by Mr Britton, myself and Mr Chapman. Upon speaking to pupils and parents, it was 
clear that they had a great day and are really looking forward to starting in September. We are also looking forward 
to welcoming them back as Year 7 pupils. 

SportS Day reSultS

year 7
1St - 7lmd - 200ptS

2nd - 7ela - 198ptS

3rd - 7Klm - 185ptS

4th - 7hlr - 180ptS

5th - 7ler - 198ptS

6th - 7dJK - 170ptS

year 8
1St - 8eKS - 207ptS

2nd - 8Kgg -192ptS

3rd - 8mtr - 178pS

4th - 8hbe - 169ptS

5th 8Sdm - 168ptS

6th 8ShW - 156ptS

year 9 
1St - 9mac - 205ptS

2nd - 9ceF - 187ptS

3rd - 9rJo - 175ptS

4th - 9dee - 164ptS

5th - 9lJb - 154 ptS

6th - 9rmg - 142ptS

7th - 9vlc - 134ptS

year 10
1St - 10Kmc - 198ptS

2nd - 10dro - 182ptS

3rd - 10hta - 139ptS

4th - 10ecW - 134ptS

5th - 10rec - 126ptS

6th - 10bSc - 120ptS

7th - 10nJW - 115ptS

8th - 10nni - 83ptS

9th - 10 bJt - 81ptS
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Following the recent archaeological discoveries in Pocklington, Paula 
Ware, an archaeologist who has been working on the dig visited a 
group of pupils in school to explain what has been found:
 
report: pocklington 
houSing Development Dig 
Reporters: Emma Waudby 8EKS, 
Jasmine Hanley 8HBE, Alistair 
Jennings 8EKS

We discovered that people were 
buried differently than we are 
today. We found out that they 

were buried in square barrows (graves) 
and that round barrows signified greater 
importance. A few warriors were buried 
with their swords, which had been bent 
so that no one else could use the sword 
after they died.

Incredibly, after 2000 years, a broach still 
had remnants of fabric from the clothes 
they were wearing, after they had been buried. 150 skeletons were uncovered, within 65 square barrows. We were 
very fortunate to hold and observe many of the treasures they had dug up. There was an amazing, but scary story 

which we were inFormed about, how one 
person had been beaten to death, by 
breaking nearly all their bones in their 
body. That skeleton was one of the first 
like that to be found in the whole of 
Europe.

To honour the many amazing discoveries, 
as a school and community, we made a 
time capsule with lots of inFormation 
about 2016, Pocklington and Woldgate 
School. We would love to think in the 
future, our time capsule will be treasured 
and appreciated as much as we value 
the ancient artefacts found right here in 
Pocklington.
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